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ASCILITE 2020 — ASCILITE’S FIRST VIRTUAL CONFERENCE

The ASCILITE 2020 Conference is ASCILITE’s 37th International Conference on Innovation,
Practice and Research in the use of Educational Technologies in Tertiary Education. This year’s
conference was hosted by the University of New England, Armidale, virtually due to COVID-19,
on 30 November to 1 December 2020.

Armidale is a city in the Northern Tablelands of NSW, Australia, with a population of around
25,000. It is approximately halfway between Sydney and Brisbane at the junction of the inland
New England Highway and Waterfall Way to the coast. Armidale traditional owners are Anaiwan
people with any Gumbaynggirr people settled in Armidale since colonisation.

Life in Armidale is peaceful, enjoyable and affordable. Set in the heart of the New England
Tableland region of NSW, our primary campus is close to some of Australia’s most

stunning national parks with spectacular waterfalls and wildlife habitats. Attendees at ASCILITE
2021 will get to experience Armidale first hand.

ASCILITE 2020 themes:

1. Transforming Assessment: online examinations, innovations and transitioning to digital
assessment, tools and techniques;

2. Learning Analytics, Big Data and Al (Artificial Intelligence): contemporary issues, intelligent
tutoring systems, bringing analytics meaningfully to scale, ethics, future directions;

3. Learning Design: theory, methodologies and approaches, design for online, designing at
scale; design patterns, hybrid learning, safety and privacy;

4. Continuing Professional Learning: frameworks, policy and practice, micro-credentialing,
emerging themes;

5. Next Generation Learning Environments: mashups, virtual worlds; adaptive learning,
personal learning environments, learning ecosystems;

6. Student Success and Progression: challenges of online learning, dealing with diversity,
student advising models, the student journey in changing world;

Conference Organisation Committee

The University of New England ASCILITE 2020 Conference Organising Committee, led by
Professors Sue Gregory and Steven Warburton, include Greg Dorian, Associate Professor
Mitchell Parkes, Kathryn Tucknott, Alicia Zikan, Robyn Halloran, Mr Brent Gregory, Belinda
Moore, Lee-Anne McKinnon, Liz Sozou, Julie Mills and Stephanie Toole.
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Review Process

All Full and Concise papers submitted for the conference underwent a double-blind peer review
process. A third blind peer review was conducted if opinions between the two reviewers was
divided. This process allowed papers to be ranked and selected for inclusion in the conference. A
further review was conducted by the ASCILITE 2020 Program Committee for papers just above
and below the anticipated cut line.

A total of 89 submissions were received for the 2020 conference all of which were blind peer
reviewed. The EasyChair Conference Management System was used for the submission and
review process. An interesting and scholarly range of papers were received across the full range
of conference themes. The 2020 ASCILITE Conference Organising Committee were more lenient
on papers this year due to COVID-19. However, the overall quality of papers submitted were
exceptional

Table 1: Summary of paper submissions and acceptances ASCILITE 2020

Type of Paper Number Accepted* Rejected
Pecha Kuchas 32 2
Concise papers 34 2
Full papers 16 3

e Acceptance rate 92%

Table 2: Submissions of papers by Country ASCILITE 2020

Country Authors | Submitted Accepted Acceptance rate
Australia 166 57.63 53.96 0.94
Canada 2 1.33 1.00 0.75
Chile 1 0.33 0.33 1.00
Denmark 1 1.00 1.00 1.00
Germany 2 1.00 1.00 1.00
Hong Kong 6 1.50 1.50 1.00
India 1 1.00 0.00 0.00
Ireland 1 1.00 1.00 1.00
Japan 4 1.88 1.88 1.00
Netherlands 1 0.17 0.17 1.00
New Zealand 16 6.33 6.33 1.00
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Country Authors | Submitted Accepted Acceptance rate
Singapore 13 11.50 9.50 0.83
South Africa 3 1.42 1.42 1.00
United Kingdom 5 1.92 1.92 1.00
United States 2 1.00 1.00 1.00

The ASCILITE 2020 Conference Committee acknowledge and thank the ASCILITE Executive for
their guidance and support ensuring that this conference was a success. In particular, we thank
the ASCILITE President, Dr Chris Campbell, Treasurer Dr Mark Shier, ASCILITE Secretariat Mr
Andre Colbert and our Executive member liaison, Professor Sue Gregory.

List of Reviewers

The ASCILITE 2020 Conference Organising Committee and Conference Program Committee wish
to gratefully acknowledge the efforts of the international body of reviewers for contributions to
ASCILITE 2020. Their work in reading and reviewing the 89 submissions was appreciated greatly.
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Keynote Speaker
Shane Dawson

Professor Shane Dawson is the Executive Dean of
Education Futures and Co-Director of the Centre for
Change and Complexity in Learning (C3L) at the
University of South Australia. Shane’s research
focuses on the application of learning analytics to
inform learning design, educational technologies and
overall teaching and learning quality. He has
published widely on topics from creative capacity to
social network analysis and more recently, on the
application of complexity models in learning analytics.

His current research interests relate to complex
systems and academic leadership to aid adoption and
application of learning analytics at scale. With the
support of many talented colleagues, Shane has been
involved in the development of numerous open
source software including the Online Video Annotations for Learning (OVAL) tool, OnTask (a
personalised learner feedback tool), and SNAPP, a social network visualization tool designed
for teaching staff to better understand, identify and evaluate student learning, engagement,
academic performance and creative capacity.
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