A Reflection on Core Issues.
We are all aware of the serious impact Covid 19 is having in our country and around the world. It is changing our lives in ways we never anticipated, it’s costing lives, it is the source of much difficulty and disruption. There are disagreements about the correct response, everything from the value of wearing masks to the safety and effectiveness of vaccines produced to combat the virus.
Devastating though the virus is, I want to suggest that it is not the only major challenge we face. Climate change is a creeping catastrophe, with the potential to bring about serious threat to the life and well-being of countless millions. As if that is not already too much, there is a loss of social cohesion in many countries, the glue holding society together in decent, caring, ordered communities is reported as becoming weaker. Associated with these pressures, especially in countries dominated by modern Western culture, is a crisis of meaning, the existential questions about the meaning and purpose of life itself. This issue manifests in the increasing rates of anxiety, depression and suicide in so many countries and communities.
It’s very easy to simply react to these major issues, looking for quick and hopefully easy fixes.
However in this reflection I want to suggest to the Christian community in particular, that it behoves us in these crossroads times, to make an examination of the underlying thinking and understanding prevalent in the communities we participate in, and of our own foundations and truths. We must engage in this kind of quest if we are to fulfil our calling as people of God’s healing and hope in the world. Also this examination has to be accepted from the outset as leading not just to words and good intentions, but to Spirit inspired action and change if we are to avoid being ambushed by the future. Using our minds, which God wants to transform by the renewing power of the Spirit, we can then speak with wisdom and compassion to the core of the issues of our times.  
What follows is a set of questions, not answers; questions to help us examine our convictions and ideas, questions to help us stand on solid ground, from which we can reach out, offering help to others. While the immediate problems are pressing, I believe the Christian community must consider the following questions and others like them. Concentrating on the church simply surviving these times may well prove to be an exercise in non-survival.
Life
Covid 19, climate change and the existential crisis I describe are all potentially issues of life and death.  In this context we can ask, Is life valuable?   How valuable?  Whose life is valuable –are some lives more valuable than others?
Going deeper, what is life all about? Is my life mine to do with as I please, or does it have a meaning and purpose beyond myself?
Freedom
Freedom is a catch cry of our times, especially in the West. We want to be free! But what does freedom mean for a follower of Jesus? Is it the same as the understanding people immersed in modern Western culture have? 
Is freedom for a Christian freedom from restrictions and limitations, so a person can do their own thing, or is it freedom to live a different kind of life altogether, free to live for Jesus and bring honour to him, whatever the outcome may be?
Truth
Attitudes to truth have shifted dramatically in recent decades. Self-evident and accepted truths are no longer so self-evident or accepted. This loss of foundations has left many people adrift in a sea of feelings and emotions, not sure which way to turn or who or what to trust.
God claims to be truth personified, Jesus said that He is the way, the truth and the life.
Is God himself truth, the ultimate reality which defines all reality, or is his truth an add-on we can include in our lives?
Can we each have our own truth, believing in something that’s psychologically true for us, what ever that truth is, God or some alternative?
Justice
Questions of justice are at the heart of questions about the pandemic, climate change and stable, cohesive communities.
How important to God is justice?  How important is justice to me, to my community, my church?  Are my thoughts about justice focused on my welfare or the welfare of others, whom-ever they might be?                                               
Love
Questions of right and wrong are obviously important, but do we sometimes focus on right versus wrong at the expense of love? What is God’s over-riding attitude toward all people?
How do we bring love and compassion into the fraught, fearing times of our world now?
What is the Gospel?
This is a really important question,  and the answer is not as obvious as might be imagined. Is the Gospel simply a message of sins forgiven by my personal Saviour, with the promise of a welcome in heaven when that time comes? Is it a kind of “Beam me up Jesus!” Gospel?
Or is it a continuing whole-of-life transformation, a new life in Jesus' here-and-now kingdom,  encompassing growth in personal spirituality, character development, valuing the role of the Spirit and of the intellect,  and focused on service, often sacrificial service to God and to others?
The future
What’s our guiding vision of the future?   Does our hoped for “new normal’ look as much like the “old normal” as possible?
Or do we have a constructive Christian radicalism that creatively leads the way into a new future, a new healing community, bringing revolution through reconciliation and reconstruction?
