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In this edition we are sharing ideas about maintaining
faith through daily practices, and seeing the fruits of
faith in outward expressions.

One such expression of the Spirit is the fruit of
thankfulness. Thankfulness is an attitude, an attribute,
even a worldview that flows from our faith.

A truly grateful person recognises and appreciates
what they have as coming from God, rather than
complaining about what they do not have. But
thankfulness isn’t automatic; it must be learnt,
encouraged and cultivated.

Begin by modelling thankfulness yourself; make a
point of thanking your own children and let them see

GYowtogether

GROW MINISTRIES FAMILY NEWSLETTER

you expressing thanks to others. Be conscious to
point out to them things for which they can and should
give thanks. Help them to see the outward expression
of the gift of thankfulness as their faith grows. Where
appropriate, have fun helping them preparing thankyou
messages or gifts. Teach them that giving thanks

is both valuable and enjoyable, in the doing and
receiving.

Make time this term in your household to say thanks
to one another. Focus on each person in turn.

Invite people in your household to thank them for
positive things they have said and done, and for the
ways in which they contribute positively to your home
life. You might even like to celebrate this over a special
dinner — thanksgiving!

: More daily faith practice ideas can
h S arowing be found in the resource

]’ (‘A FAITH ‘Growing Faith at Home'.
wur A 2019/20 Year A available to order now.
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The most
Important
work you will
ever do will

be within the
walls of your
own home.

Harold B. Lee

The Devotional Practice of -
Morning and Evening Prayers

Luke 18:7 talks of God’s people crying out to him ‘day
and night’. Prayer each morning and evening gives
spiritual bookends to home life.

Use these morning and evening prayers from Martin
Luther as part of your devotional practices this term.

Copy, cut and place them somewhere to remind you, or
use them as a guide to write your own family morning
and evening prayers.
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For more great articles, ideas and seeds of faith,
‘like’ us on Facebook, or visit our Pinterest page.
www.facebook.com/lcagrowministries
www.pinterest.com.au/growministries

MORNING PRAYER

| thank you, heavenly Father, through
your dear Son, Jesus Christ, that you
have protected me through the night
from all harm and danger. | ask you to
keep me this day, too, from all sin and
evil, so that in all my thoughts, words
and deeds, | may please you. In your
hands | place my body and soul and
all that is mine. Let your holy angel

be with me, so that the evil one may
have no power over me. Amen
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EVENING PRAYER

| thank you, heavenly Father, through
your dear Son, Jesus Christ, that you
have graciously protected me today.

| ask you to forgive all my sins and
the wrong which | have done. And
graciously keep me this night. In your
hands | place my body and soul and
all that is mine. Let your holy angel
be with me, so that the evil one may
have no power over me. Amen
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Giving - The first thing a child sh
as.a gift, an allowance, or for any
of it for God'’s work in the church

Sa\{ing - The next step in teachin
saving. Saving money is g good
and understand what delayed gr.
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A CHRISTMAS

Review

Room for
a little one

A Christmas Tale

In the stable is Kind Ox who invites in a dog, a cat
and a mouse on a cold winter’s night.

A Tired Donkey carrying Mary, being led by
Joseph, is welcomed into the warm stable.
“There’s always room for a little one here.”

On Christmas Eve baby Jesus is born. “That cold
winter’s night, beneath the star’s light . . . a Little
One came for the world.”

The soft, gentle illustrations provide the
atmosphere for this Christmas story, where we are
reminded there is always room for one more.

&

Widening the Circle

beveioping stewardship in your family

Christian parenting involves teach
comes from God and that we are c
possessions including our time. Gro
Involves teaching them about giving

ing our children that all we have
alled to be good stewards of our
wing children in stewardship

» Saving and spending.

ould do when receiving money either
other reason, is set aside a portion
and for the care of hig world.

g stewardship is to eéncourage
ws}/ for a child to reach for a goal
atification feels like, and takes.
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Ou can use this simple jar concept to help with these ideas

we're here 1o help

Email us at
growministries@lca.org.au

No matter the problem,
kindness is always the
right respoNSe. LR. knost

Parenting Seed...

planting the seeds in our own hearts

Most of our lives are a combination of a Martha
and Mary - of active busyness and quiet
reflection. But if our lives are all-Martha-all-the-
time, they may be out of balance. We may be
missing ‘the better part.” Does your household life
need more Mary-like listening? Do you make time
to listen to one another? To Jesus? What is one
thing you could change, start doing or stop doing
so that you have more time for listening to God
and to one another? J
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